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Background

• Tasmanian Cat Management Act 2009

• State-wide management plan 2017-2022

• Funding from State Government to 
implement the plan



Tasmanian context

• Population of 500,000

• 3 management regions

• 29 local councils



Legislation

• Cat Management Act is currently under 
amendment

• Desexing and microchipping will be 
compulsory from 4 months of age

• Number of cats per property without a 
permit limited to four

• Compulsory containment & registration 
have not been included

• Local Government



The Project

• Tasmanian Cat Management Project 
created in June 2018

• Work with key partners to support 
and promote cat management 

Let’s keep our cats, 
communities and 

wildlife safe”



Sharing Responsibility

• Facilitating a collaborative approach 
through regional working groups

• Development of regional management 
strategies



Challenges for Councils

• Resources and expertise

• Isolation

• Availability of cat management services



What we do

• Provide support and resources to 
Councils



Subsidise desexing and microchipping
Establish or support the establishment of a cat holding facility
Introduce a cat management by-law
Establish a compliance program in relation to cat management

Endorse a Council policy on cat management
Undertake strategic asset protection planning
Establish Cat Prohibited Areas
Work with communities to establish Cat Management Areas

Participate in Cat Management Working Group
Field public enquiries about cat related issues
Promote responsible pet cat ownership in the community



What we do

• Provide support and resources to 
Councils

• Best practice information & 
communications materials for public
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Beliefs

Cats need to wander to be happy 
and healthy

There’s no risk to my cat when it 
roams

It’s too difficult to contain cats
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TassieCat campaign

• TassieCat campaign launched December 
2018

• Aims to create behaviour change to 
more responsible cat ownership
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Expected outcomes

• Increased interest in cat management 
and responsible ownership 

• Growing community expectation that 
cats are managed

• Stakeholders empowered to proactively 
manage cats


