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Animal Management Team 

Ø Executive Manager of Leisure & Regulatory 
Service 

Ø Animal Management Supervisor
Ø 8 Authorised Animal Management Rangers
Ø 2 Animal Education Staff
Ø Pound Coordinator
Ø 2 Pound Attendants
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Legislative framework for the Northern Territory/ 
City of Darwin. 

Local Government ACT 2008

City of Darwin Council By-Laws 1994

Animal Management Policy 001 and 

The Dog and Cat Management Strategy 2018-2022.
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2018 Total Animal Management Complaints. 

Animal management complaints during the 2018 calendar year: 

• Dog Nuisance: 299

• Dog attack: 270

• At Large: 901
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2018 Dog Offences - suburb 
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Evolution of the current Policy 
Ø City of Darwin, Policy No. 001 - Animal Management was required to be updated as Council 

adopted the Dog and Cat Management Strategy (2018-2022) in April 2018.
Ø Evidence based review was completed to evaluate other jurisdictions across Australia to 

compare and review best practice/ develop a new standard of Animal Management within 
Darwin. 

Ø The Policy has been strategically aligned with Council’s Dog and Cat Management Strategy 
2018-2022 and Animal Management By Laws. 

Ø In addition the policy definitions, scope and related documents have been updated. 
Ø Heavy consultation with key interest groups including rehoming groups, Animal Welfare and 

legal teams has been part of the consultation process. 
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Managing Community Expectation 
The revised Policy now includes:

Ø Provision for safety and responsible pet ownership guidelines
Ø Dog and cat registration/ license 
Ø Nuisance barking- quantifiable criteria for assessing nuisance barking
Ø Fence rushing and dog attacks
Ø Declared dogs 
Ø Animals in public places
Ø Dog exercise areas 
Ø Dogs defecating 
Ø Cat containment 
Ø Pound operations 
Ø Cat Containment 
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Total Number of Animals
Council’s reviewed policy will only consider a new licence application where:

Ø the total number of dogs at a residential premise does not exceed 3 and the number of 
cats does not exceed three. and the overall number of animals does not exceed 4. 

Ø With the endorsement of the 4 animal total per property Council also updated the 
process of application review including:
- Size of property (minimum lot size of 400m2)
- adequate fencing to contain the animals
- overall assessment of the premises as a suitable environment for the number of 

animals to be kept on that property
-consultation with joining neighbours and surrounding properties 
-Complaint history, owner and animal
-Consideration of animal species, breed and temperament. 
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By-Law 71 (1) : “a dog that makes a noise, by barking 
or otherwise, that persistently occurs or continues to 

such a degree or extent that it unreasonably 
interferes with the peace, comfort or convenience of 

any person in any other premises”. 
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Nuisance Barking 
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The purpose of outlining a method or metric of measuring a standard of what may constitute nuisance barking was aimed to 
guide Council, Officers and community members to a more robust definition of nuisance barking.   

The adopted review with National comparison, assessment of Noise Net and consultation with other jurisdictions may be 
defined as below:

Ø Barking that exceeds three (3) minutes in any 30 mount period between 10 pm and 7am the following morning,
Ø Barking that exceed six (6) minutes in any hour period between 7am and 10 pm that day.

As part of the Policy review we included that as a general rule Council wouldn’t investigate Nuisance barking where if non-
continue barking occurs where:

Ø Emergency vehicle sirens
Ø Fireworks in the neighbourhood
Ø Storms 
Ø Mail delivery person
Ø Uninvited person on premises 
Ø Peak hour foot traffic- i.e. School open and closure times.      

Ø A nuisance barking complaint has been investigated and no nuisance barking has been substantiated or behaviour is 
resolved, a customer will not be able to complete a secondary complaint unless there are significant changes in the 
circumstances to the animals at the property. - i.e. additional dogs, new dog, new tenants etc.  

Nuisance Barking 
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Off and on-lead areas in Darwin

15



By Law  67 (1) Dog or cat at large ‘If  a  dog  or  cat  at  large  is  not  under  effective  control,  
the  owner  of  the dog or cat commits an offence. For this by-law, a dog or cat is under 

effective control if the dog or cat is restrained by a suitable leash’.

Ø Cat containment promotes responsible pet ownership by supporting cat health and reducing the negative impacts 
of domestic cats on the natural environment. For example, Defence Housing Australia is developing two 
residential sites adjoining Lee Point Road. Lee Point Road adjoins Casuarina Coastal Reserve. The reserve protects 
key ecological values which are significant at a local level where habitat is diminishing rapidly, i.e. Black-footed 
Tree Rats, Shorebirds, Nesting Turtles.

Ø Council recognises that cat containment is of particular importance in areas identified as ecologically significant.

Ø Council will encourage compliance via education, promoting awareness of the impact of cats at large and 
methods of cat containment. 

Ø Council will undertake targeted cat trapping programs, seize and impound cats at large and administer fines or 
prosecution for cats found to be at large.

Cat Containment 
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Great Pets Start with You, Animal Management Campaign  
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The Great Pets Start with You campaign has been developed with a series of 
short-term and long-term goals which are continently evaluated for 
effectiveness and deliverable outcomes.  In order for Council to achieve the 
broader Council goals as outlined within the Dog and Cat Management 
Strategy, initiatives fall into the five key themes:

Ø Education and communication
Ø Incentives
Ø Regulation and enforcement
Ø Innovation and technology
Ø Partnerships and collaboration 

In order to fully implement the actions of the strategy, additional resources 
were requested and supported to develop and deliver: 

Ø An urban school based Animal Education program,
Ø Free monthly behavioural and barking workshops
Ø Municipal Wide mail out campaign,  
Ø TVC, Radio Social and print media campaign
Ø Dog or Cat registration pack 
Ø Youth targeted workshops 
Ø Free microchipping and supporting desexing events



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iSXnOv
MZiQk
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https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=iSXnOvMZiQk


Questions? 


