
SUPPORTING FOSTER CARE IN 
THE COMMUNITY

Hugh Robinson – Project Officer, Greyhounds, DEDJTR



• In 2015 DEDJTR took multiple calls from Councils
• increasing concerns individual foster carers have large 

numbers of animals without appropriate facilities, staff and 
procedures. 

• affects the welfare of the animals and can lead to 
inappropriately or insufficiently rehabilitated animals being 
made available for rehoming. 

• The Domestic Animal Unit reviewed education and 
community documents

• A significant lack of support and guidance for foster 
carers identified
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• On 11 October the Victorian government introduced the 
Domestic Animals Amendment (Puppy Farm and Pet 
Shop) Bill to parliament
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Registration Category Example Council 
Registration Fee

Foster Carer 
Registration Fee

Dog over 10 years of 
age

$28.45 $7

Working dog $28.45 $7

Dog breeder $28.45 $7

Obedience trained dog $28.45 $7

Microchipped dog $85.35 $7

Desexed and 
microchipped dog

$19.50 $7
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Registration Category Example Council 
Registration Fee

Foster Carer 
Registration Fee

Cat over 10 years of 
age

$21.80 $4

Cat breeder $21.80 $4

Microchipped cat $24.85 $4

Desexed and 
microchipped cat

$13.85 $4

Entire Cat (unable to be 
desexed. Vet note 
required)

$65.35 $4



• The government recognises that some foster carers do 
take on too many animals

• Most Councils have limits on animal numbers allowed 
on residential and rural properties

• Usually 2 dogs and 2 cats maximum on residential
• 5 dogs and 5 cats maximum on rural
• Some rural properties have no limit on animal numbers 

in some Councils.
• Animal numbers prescribed under each Councils Local 

Laws  
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