
The Companion Animals Act 1998

Microchipping

A reliable method of animal 
identification or a waste of time?



Does it work?

• The introduction of compulsory microchipping has:
– increased the rate of desexing, 
– Increased the rate of return to owners
– Increased rehoming rates
– contributed to a downward trend in the euthanasia 

rate across NSW
– Improved enforcement functions across then state.



Microchipping and lifetime 
registration

• Two step process – identification first 

• Lifetime registration by six months of age

• Microchipping creates a unique link between 
animal and owner, making identification and 
return almost foolproof

• Councils and animal welfare organisations 
able to return animals quickly and easily and 
take action against those owners whose 
animals have attacked or caused a nuisance



Microchipping continued…

Microchipping:

• Has significantly improved the chances of a 
lost pet being reunited with its owner

• Decreased the euthanasia rate as well as 
increased opportunities for councils and,

• Assisted breed and animal rescue 
organisations to re–home unclaimed dogs 
and cats



NSW Companion Animals 
Register

• records all dogs and cats microchipped in NSW
• provides a mechanism to record and track:

– companion animal information and owner 
details

– the activities of Authorised Identifiers, breed 
and temperament assessors, nuisance dogs 
and cats, and importantly, dangerous dogs



Senior officer or council manager – main 
menu



Pound data entry



challenges

• The Register is only as good as the 
information that is on it

• Users of the Register do not utilise all the 
available functions

• Out of date information
• Not an issue that is unique to the NSW 

experience



Register enhancements

• Breed and Temperament Assessment Details
• Reports
• Mobile Access to the Register via WAP 

phones and PDAs
– Trial now complete!
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Desexed Animal Count
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Animal Count
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Lifetime registration fees

Effective 13 January 2006 

• Desexed $40 (up from $35) 

• Non-desexed $150 (up from $100) 

• Recognised Breeder $40 (up from $35)

• There is no change for a desexed animal 
owned by an eligible pensioner ($15)



Statistics

• Dog attack data

• Pound Data

• Poor reporting

• New requirement to report pound data as part 
of recent Act amendments



Pound data

• Difficult to compare date due to a reduction in 
the number of councils

• The following data is drawn from 31 councils 
who have reported consistently from 2000 to 
2005



Incoming animals
for 31 NSW Councils

Entering pound
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Released/returned to owners from 
pound

for 31 NSW Councils
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Euthanased
for 31 NSW Councils
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Sold/released for re-homing
for 31 NSW Councils
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The future for NSW?

• Promote the positive aspects of the Act

• Increase education

• Assist councils to be proactive in their communities

• Continue to support breed and animal rescue   
organisations and,

• Continue to strive for legislative changes that improves the 
lives of our pets and the community


